Silverline Montessori School

Feb. 2019

2080 Reflectcon Bay Dr. Pearland, TX 77584

Important Dates
Feb. 2

Groundhog Day

Feb. 5

Lunar New Year

Feb. 14

Valentine’s Parties

Feb. 15

Alvin ISD In Service
(Non-Academic Day)

Feb. 18

President’s Day
Non– Academic Day)

Feb. 22

Go Texans Day

Friday February 15th and Monday,
February 18th will be a nonacademic and free dress day for our
extended day students. Students
that attend Silverline for School day
hours 8am to 3pm will have these
days off. Happy President’s Day!!

Valentine’s Day Class Parties

Black History Month

Thursday, February 14th all classrooms will have their Valentine Parties. Each student can bring valentines to exchange and there will be a
sign up list on the teacher’s classroom door to help their class have a
successful party. Student dress code
for that day will be to wear something red or pink.

Each classroom will be studying about
Famous African Americans who have
made a difference in our society. We will
also be singing a collection of songs .

Feb. 22nd is Go Texan Day
All students are encouraged to wear
their western apparel this Friday.
IT’S RODEO TIME!

Reminder
If you have not received your year end
statement please email Nikki at:
nhicks@endeavorschools.com

Thank you.

Parking lot etiquette
Please drive slowly and pay
attention!!!!!
Follow arrows for
smoother traffic flow and
stop at the stop sign. No
parking under the carport. Parking
in handicap spaces requires a handicap sticker or license plate.
Thank you!

Dental Health Month
Pearland Pediatric Dentistry will
come to our school on February 12
to speak to the Pre K thru 4th
Grade classes about proper dental
health care.

Montessori Quote
for the Month
“The child becomes a person through
work”
Maria Montessori

Montessori Corner
Why Montessori Education is
Priceless
By: Sunitha Pailoor, Med

One of my favorite commercials, even
though it is simple and sentimental, is
the MasterCard ad that shows family
time or human interactions and calls
them priceless. To me, Montessori education
is priceless in the same way. It is
beautiful, comprehensive, and, in its
most authentic form, a treasure of experiences
that leads a child to absorb the wonder
and joy of learning.
Montessori education is paced to
meet the needs of the child. The teacher
encourages the child to master a concept,
though it might take a week or a
month; the child indicates to the teacher
when he is ready to move on to the next
skill or concept. This individualized,
self-paced form of education comes
from understanding that each human
learns in a unique way.
Montessori is a form of education
that respects the child and her desire to
learn. The child is not an empty vessel
whose head needs to be filled by the all
knowing teacher. The Montessori
teacher respects the child and engages

him as a partner in learning. Students
are encouraged to explore and discover
for themselves. The teacher presents
lessons using concrete materials, but
the child discovers the rules. Recently,
a student of mine had been using the
stamp game to do addition, exchanging
ten units for a ten stamp. After weeks
of doing this, one day she came up to
me and announced that she did not
need the concrete materials to do this
anymore since she had now figured out
how to do addition using numerals.
The pride and joy that she experienced
and expressed at that moment was
priceless.
Montessori is a holistic form of education.
The physical, social, emotional,
and spiritual growth of the child are
valued as much as academic progress.
A quality Montessori program creates
an environment that encourages the development
of all these areas. I’ve heard people say
that it is a waste of time for teachers to be
teaching art to students when they could be
teaching reading or math. I disagree;
art supports (among other considerations)
concentration,fine motor skills, an eye
for aesthetic quality, and stress reduction.
A relaxed child learns better and is more
receptive to new ideas. Tools that help children
learn to manage stress will help them be
healthier and happier adults.
Montessori education provides
children experiences in learning how to
learn. Starting at the Early Childhood level,
a Montessori child learns to ask the right
questions to learn more about any topic he
is studying or in which he is interested.
For example,while researching biology at the
Elementary level, the child asks how
the animal meets its fundamental
needs. Through this lens, the child can
research any other life-form. In math,
the child asks the question, What is the
rule that I can discover with this operation?
Will this rule be the same with all
numbers? Once the Montessori child
knows the right questions to ask, she
needs only the guidance of the teacher

and the support of the environment to
affirm that she is on track. Learning
how to learn is a lifelong skill far more
powerful than regurgitating facts that
may be forgotten after a test.
The greatest gift that a Montessori
education gives to children is the joy of
learning. A quality program is one
where students come to school eager to
learn, not because the teacher is going
to lecture to them, but because in the
environment there are many opportunities
to learn and discover. In my class,
students have a checklist to keep track
of what they are learning each week,
but there is no sense that learning is a
chore after which they can go have fun.
Instead, we celebrate learning by asking
the question, What else can I learn
or how else can I learn when I have finished
my checklist? For one child, art
might be her choice; for another, it may
be more mathematics.

